
Advertisement

TiDB, powered by PingCAP

Download the Full Report DOWN

 

AI REBELLION

Gen Z Is Turning Against AI in an Incredible Way
They've had enough.

Getty / Futurism

Sign up to see the future, today
Can’t-miss innovations from the bleeding edge of science
and tech

For years now, tech leaders have warned that AI will usher in a

technological revolution on an unprecedented scale, wiping out
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continuously roiling the tech industry, bosses say their employees

will have to adopt the tech to keep their jobs — whether they like it

or not.

In other words, it’s not hard to see why there’s been a surge in

resentment towards AI, which has encroached almost every aspect

of our daily lives, from the never-ending slop in our social media

feeds to flawed chatbots poorly assuming the roles of human

customer service agents.

As The Verge reports, the backlash is particularly apparent among

Gen Z, a demographic that’s at the epicenter of the industry’s push

for AI adoption. The generation is facing a dire post-graduation job

market after losing much of its youth to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Usually, young people love new innovations. But for Gen Z, a tech

inherently designed to replace human agency is strikingly

unwelcome — and inspiring a growing rebellion.

“I think everyone in my immediate peer group is not using AI and is

actively against it, besides my friends who are in computer science
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and are essentially mandated to use it,” Sharon Freystaetter, who

left her Silicon Valley tech job over ethical concerns, told The Verge.

Young people certainly have plenty of valid concerns. The numerous

negative side effects of society’s infatuation with generative AI are

becoming increasingly harder to miss. Massive data centers are

deteriorating the environment on a shocking scale, while the

widespread use of AI chatbots is eroding critical thinking skills and

driving some into dangerous spirals of delusions.

Recent polling data paint a damning picture of young people’s

rapidly deteriorating opinion of AI. One recent Gallup poll showed

that only 18 percent of Gen Zers said they felt “hopeful” about AI, a

drop of nine percent compared to 2025.

AI’s recent incursions into academia have them particularly

incensed.

“AI cannot coexist with education — it can only degrade it,” reads a

recent, scathing editorial titled “Penn has an AI problem,” published

by the University of Pennsylvania’s student newspaper last month.
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“As technology advances and workers are replaced by machines,

schools are some of the only places we have left to explore and

wrestle with human thought.”

A major reason for the disillusionment among young people is their

ability to identify the many shortcomings of the tech, from rampant

hallucinations to the dangers of “cognitive offloading,” the term for

when people start to outsource mental tasks to AI.

The situation has gotten to the point where a baffling proportion of

Gen Zers are going as far as to intentionally undermine their bosses’

AI initiatives. According to a recent report by the AI company Writer

and research firm Workplace Intelligent, 44 percent of polled Gen Z

workers said they’re “sabotaging their company’s AI strategy in at

least one way,” from entering proprietary company information into

chatbots to refusing to use AI tools outright.

More on AI and Gen Z: Usually, Young People Embrace New

Technology. Gen Z’s Attitude Toward AI Should Worry the Entire Tech

Industry
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Usually, Young People Embrace New Technology. Gen Z’s Attitude Toward AI

Should Worry the Entire Tech Industry
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ETHICS

Gen Z Sabotaging AI at Work So It Won’t Take Their Job

ETHICS

CEO of AI Company Says Gen Z Needs to Get Ready for 30 Percent

Unemployment
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Gen Z Is Using AI to Have Difficult Relationship Conversations, and the

Results Are Massively Cringe
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Gen Z Terrified of Losing Their Humanity to AI
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Gaming Exec Says That “Gen Z Loves AI Slop”
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Unions Attack AI for Menacing Human Jobs
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More in Artificial Intelligence

ETHICS

Paper Finds That Leading AI Chatbots Like ChatGPT and Claude Remain

Incredibly Sycophantic, Resulting in Twisted Effects on Users

By Maggie Harrison Dupré
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Graduation Speaker Shocked When She’s Loudly Booed by Students for

Saying AI Is the Future

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

AI-Powered High School Scrapped After Protests Erupt Against It
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AI Is Destroying Gen Z’s Chances at a Stable Career
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A Staggering Number of Gen Z Think AI Is Already Conscious
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AI CEOs Baffled by Hatred of Their Technology
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Goldman Sachs Says Gen Z Is Pretty Much Permanently Screwed

By Maggie Harrison Dupré

By Joe Wilkins
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AI Could Cause Workers to Rise Up Against the Corporations Driving Them

Into Poverty
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Meta’s Big Court Defeat Has Huge Implications for Lawsuits Against the AI

Industry
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By Maggie Harrison Dupré
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