Selected Statistics on Criminal Justice Disparities in
the United States

The following chart summarizes several widely cited statistics relating to disparities in incarceration,
sentencing, bail, and policing affecting minority and low-income communities.

Category Statistic

Incarceration Black Americans incarcerated at nearly 5x the rate of white Amerigans

Federal Sentencing Black male offenders received sentences about 19% longer than sjmilarly situa
Pretrial Detention Black defendants approximately 25% more likely to be held pretrial than white c
Traffic Stops Black drivers searched more often despite lower contraband hit rates

[llustrative Comparative Disparity Metrics

Incarceration Sentence Pretrid
Rate Length Detention

Sources: The Sentencing Project (2018); U.S. Sentencing Commission (2017); Prison Policy Initiative;
Emma Pierson et al., Nature Human Behaviour (2020).



